Health literacy knowledge and experiences of senior baccalaureate nursing students.
This study assessed the health literacy knowledge and experiences of senior baccalaureate nursing students enrolled at state universities in Louisiana. A total of 361 nursing students at eight institutions completed the Health Literacy Knowledge and Experience Survey. Results indicated participants were able to identify low socioeconomic groups at high risk for low health literacy, were aware of the consequences associated with low health literacy, and could identify effective interventions used to evaluate patients' understanding of health care teaching. However, knowledge gaps were evident in the following areas: identifying older adults as a high-risk group, screening for health literacy, and assessing guidelines for written health care information. Responses to the Health Literacy Experience scale suggest participants' health literacy experiences were limited regarding conducting health literacy screenings and assessing the reading level, illustrations, and cultural appropriateness of written materials.